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oA Les _ to the Spirit, 


Whereby the Truth of Falſehood is made manifeſt , to the 
- oreat comfort of the Dear S7Sers, and the reſt of 
the Saints. 


Delivered in a Tub-LeQure by Thoxras A Grace 
Button-maker, an inſpired Quaker, and wel- 
wiſher to the Anabeptifts,and the reſt ofthe di- 
vided Aſlemblics of the Saints : in a Mecting- 


houſe near Bedlam , the laſt day of the fifth 
Month. 16 64. 
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The new Lig 


Y beloved Siſters and my well infected Brethren, at- 

| tend unto what the Spirit hath moved me to ſpeak 

'_ unto, as you ſhall find it written in the firſt Cha- 

pter of Be// and the Dragon, and the third verſe, and the 
words (if my Spirit miſlead not) are theſe, 


' Now the Babylonians had ar Tdoll they called Bell, and 
there were ſpent upon him every day 15. great meaſures of fine 
Flower , 40. Sheep, and 6, great veſſels of Fine, 


[ will firſt of all (as I ought) make a diviſion in the for- | 
mer part of my Text , and leave the latter to the laſt , and 


expound that as I ſhall wax to an End. 


Now the Pabylonians had an Idoll they called Bell, Cc, 


This Sentence I ſhall divide into 4. parts, becauſe your 
underſtandings(my beloved Brethren)chiefly confifteth in the 
knowledge of diviſions, the particulars are theſe, _ 

\ I The: Time... 2,- The Nation. 3. The Critne, ' 4. The 
Denomination. EL | "If "ERIN. 14 

The time Now , the Nation , the Babylonians, the'Crime, 

had an Idoll, the Denomination, called Bell. 
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Now ihe Babylonians bad au Tal ealted Bell, ec 


Firſt IT will begin with the time. You muſt not. conceive 
that It Was. IT." IO. TOO. Or I'000. Years ago;, but Now, even 
at this preſent, 


Now the Babylon. EF Fo 


Beloved this word Now , is a very ſignificant word , and 
there is much cvill and abomination to be. hammered out of 
theſe 3. letters N oy, this word doth ſignificantly expound it 
ſelfleveral wayes, as af this time, this preſent, this Trſtart:: 
And my dear Brethren; to.tell you the ſtark-naked truth, ne- 
ver\yas People fo miſled by falſe Speaking, then Now > And 
mark ye well my dearly beloved andill-guifted Brethren and 
Siſters , and you ſhall hear how many ſentences or queſtions, 
this word Now will anſwer me.,  _ | 
I. When were Golden Crofles, fmages, Piftures, and thoſe 
abomhinable and ſuperſtitious wreſtling-poles of the Devil; 
which the wicked call May-poles, and many other abomt- 
nations and ſuperſtitions ſuffered to ſtand in defyance of the 
Brethren , my Text will anſwerme ooo 


.Now, 


2. When were lying and ſcurrilous Pamplets which abuſe 
the Brethren in Proſe and Vetfe by the name of Phanatzcks, 
more1n faſhon then | | 


Now. | THY 
3. There was an abominable Book written 641. intitled 
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A Medicine for the Times, where atluredly he doth vindicare 
that limb of the great Whore , called Cheap-fide-Cref's ct- 
ling the Saints thieves becauſe (out ofcheir zeal) they fiole 
away fome of the Stutie 3 for which a dear Brother of ours 
loſt his life upon the pikes: And when was this Book made 
to draw away the hearts of the people from us, My Text 
Anſwers | 


Now. 


Beloved, becauſe I will not treſpaſſe upon your patience, 
and runne beyond my uſuall time {1x hours, I will now con- 
clude this part of my Text, and proceed to the next, 
which is, the Nation which were ZBabzlonians. 


Now the Babyloniazs hc. 


Beloved, theſe Babylorians are a Nation that inhabited 
Babylox , and derived their name from Nizerods Tower Babel, 
a Tower which (according to my Information was four hun- 
dred thouſand times higher then the Tower of London, bea- 
ring twice as many hundred thouſand great Guns. For it 
was the intention of that proud Nizzrod to ſhoot down hea- 
ven. In that Nation lived that Grand Enemy to our Sect, 
the Whore of Babylon, a moſt Fathomleſs Harlot , and cor- 
rupted thoſe that had to doe in Babel. And one thing by 
the way my Brethren (dearly infefted ) Tſhall moſt plainly 
ſhew, that the IdolJatrous are moſt grievoully addifted £0 
lying: For 1t you doe look over their Catologue of their 
Popes , there are Lxcins, Gregory, John, and I know not 
how many more., all men that are mentioned to be Popes, 
whichis an abominable 1ye , for my dearly beloved Brethren 
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(2) 
Now ihe Babylonians bad an Idol calted Bell, ec. 


Firſt T will begin with the time. You muſt not conceive 
that It was. I" IO. TOO. Or I'OOO. YCars ago, but Now, even 


at this preſent, 


Now the Babylon. [ 


Beloved this word N 
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away fome of the Stutie 3 for which a dear Brother of ours 
lolt his life upon the pikes: And when was this Book made 
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(2) 
Now ihe Babytonians bad au Idol calted Bell, &>c 


Firſt Twill begin with the time. You muſt not conceive 
that It was. 1:10. TOO. Or I'000. years ago;, but Now, even 
at this preſent. 


Now» the Babylon. EF Ce | - 


Beloved this word Now , is a very ſignificant word , and 
there is much evill and abomination to be hammered out of 
theſe 3. letters N op, this word doth fignificantly expound it 
ſelf ſeveral wayes, as at thistime, this preſent, this Inſtant: 
And my dear Brethren, to.tell you the ſtark-naked truth, ne- 
veryyas People ſo miſled by falſe Speaking, then Now > And 
mark ye well my dearly beloved and 11|-guifted Brethren and 
Siſters , and you ſhall hear how many ſentences or queſtions, 
this word Now will anſwer me., 

- 1. Whenwere Golden Croffes, Tma Jes, Pictures, and thoſe 
abothinable and ſuperſtitious wreſtling-poles of the Devill; 

which the wicked call May-poles, and many other abomi- 
nations and 'ſuperſtitions Ce to ſtand in defyance of the 


Brethren , my Text will anfwyerme on 


' KS 1 2, 
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2. When were Tying and [iiiflons Pamplets which abuſe 
the Brethren in Proſe and Verſe by the name of FER, 


more1n faſhon then 


Now. 


3: There was an abominable Book written kan, hb 
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that limb of the BLEAT Whore 2 called C heap ſide-C refs: C2t- 
ling the Saints thieves becauſe (out oftheir zeal) they {iole 
away fome of the Stutie 3 for which a dear Brother of ours 
loſt his life upon the pikes : And when was this Book made 
to draw away the hearts of the. people from us, My Text 
Anlyers 


Now, 


Beloved, becauſe I will not treſpaſſe upon your patience, 
_ and runne beyond my uſuall time {1x hours, I will now con- 
clude this part of my Text, and proceed to the next, 
which is., the Nation which wete :Babzlonians. 


Now the Babyloniazs cc. 


Beloved, theſe Babylonians are a Nation that inhabited 
Babyloz , and derived their name from Nimrod: Tower Babel, 
a Tower which (according to my Information was four hun- 
dred thouſand times higher then the Tower of London, bea- 
ring twice as many hundred thouſand great Guns. For it 
was the intention of that proud Nizzrod to ſhoot down hea- 
ven. In that Nation lived that Grand Enemy to our Sect, 
the Whore of Babylon, a moſt Fathomleſs Harlot , and cor- 
rupted thoſe that had to doe in Babel. And one thing by 
the way my Brethren (dearly infe&ted ) 1Hhall moſt plainly 
ſhew , that the Idolatrous are moſt grievouſly addiited £0 
lying: For if you doe look over their Catologue of their 
Popes , there are Lncins, Gregory , John, and I know not 
how many more. all men that are mentioned to be Popes, 
whichis an abominablelye , for my dearly beloved Brethren 
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' how can this be, you may find it plain ſomewhere or other 
as Tam told, for you know I cannot read, and how can a man 
bea Whore. Therefore my good Brethren that if I under- 
ſtand reaſon,the Popes were ali women, and ſhould be called 
Pope Joan, Pope Nancy, Pope Suſan, and Pope Grace, for ſuch 
may be whores. But yet my beloved brethrea I would not 
have you miſtake me, now I think on't, Pope Grace 1s not pro- 
per, fora Whore has no Grace , beJoved, Ile tel] you how 
you ſhall know this great Whore, and the Babylonians ( for 
in-ſome place) as I have heard it's thus written. And they 
ſhall be all of one mind, and ſhall give up tbeir power unto the 
Beaſt (that 15 the ſaid Whore : ) Now beloved , whatever we 
do, let usnot be all of one mind. for that is a mark ofthe = a 
nor let us give up our power, that 1s,to live peaceably under 
Authority , for that 1s another mark of the Beaſt; but I hope 
I need not urge this muclr unto you : fol ſhall conclude the 
ſecond part, and will fall upon the third, which is the Crime, 
their Idolatry which they adored : by this time the Devil had 
well inſtruted them in making of Idolls, though before 
Nizerod taught them to worſhip the Sun which ſhewed his hot 
zeal to Idolatry, but once more I ſay I will return to my 
matter in hand, and to the third part thereof which is their 


Crime, asI told you before. 


Now the Babylonians had an Tdoll, &c. 


 And.ſuch an Idoll*twas you will ſcarce think them wiſe to 
adore it, for *twas made of Braſs without, and Clay within z 
it had a brazen face, and an earthen heart filPd with cortu- 
ption, and fraught with abomination. - The word Tdo// 
beloved; properly derives it ſelf from Idle, which in fignifica- 
ticn is Sloth and Lazyneſs, they would employ” thernſetves 
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| leaſt you ſuffer the Martyrdome as did our brother asI told 


63 | 
in nothing but making of Ima 2 » a good Trade ÞFle warrant 
e, no doubt but a Journey-man Image maker might get 
his half Crown a day in thoſe ſuperſtitious times. Do you | 
but judge then my dear Aſſembly , what a brave time they 
had. But ſince 'twas their work to ſet up Images, let us Now 
make it our buſineſs to pull them down, nay even to the very 
ground , and deſtroy them utterly. There is a good begin- 
ning in pulling down the great Idolls, Chayring and Cheapſide | 
Crofles : let us therefore go on , but when you next attempt , 
the wholy deſtruction of the Neſt of Idolls, be not fo violent, | 
but go to work according to the Calme motions of the mind, 


you before : but if he had paſt the muſter of the pikes, he . 
had been living Now, This Idoll was Braſs without 3 mark 
here beloved , what profuſe waſt was here. Ile warrant yc 
there was as much braſs ſpent Idolly as would make halt a 
dozen Kettles, and as many Porridge pots, and there 1t 

made only one Bell: and by this you may ſee the founding of. 
their Idolatrous bells in Steeples, but here I ſhall make an 
end of this point and come to the denomination of this I- 

doll, they call'd him Be/, for ſo-my Subjet tells me. 


Now the Babylonians had an Idol, ec. 


This notorious piece of Idolatry called Bell, hath hisname 
from that grand enemy to mankind, Bel/zebub ; one whom 
we all know to be the Devill, this Bell was made of braſs 
without,. as I havetold you; and that is the only reaſon my: 
dearly beloved that our bells be held in fo great eſteem a- 
monglt the wicked, and ſo much contemn'd by the Siſters. 

This Idol Be#, had ſpent upon him every day 12. great 
Meaſures of tine Flower, 40. Sheep, and ſix Yellels of Wine, 
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Now , who devoured this Flower> BeZ, who conſumed the 
40. Sheep, but Be? Who drank the Wine ? 'twas Be//, Q 


is wicked Ze. Beloved I have obſerved that there's never a- 


ny good in that word, where Be/ hath a ſhare in't, for what 
was Adam Bell, buta Hunter, ſo was Nimrod that butlt that 


_ ambitious Tower Babel, what was that grand enemy Be/- 


armine , and that mute Alderman Be/; and do not the wic- 


| ked fpitefull people curſe the brethren. with be# book and 
* candle, ' And further do not the wicked at this very time e- 


ven Now here make Lawes againſt the brethren , and multi- 
ply our miſeries dox-be// and zre-be#/; O / this wicked Be/ , 
moſt abominable in the ſight of all the Siſters. 

Beloved as I have told you already, this word Be/is not to 
be endured among the brethren nor Siſters, northe ſuperſti- 
tious Croſles, therefore hearken to a word or two and I ſhall 
ſhew you the way to work a reformation : firſt as to the Bell 
you know in this great City here be above 100. Steeples 
and ſix or feaven times as many Be/s: let them be 44 
down and ſold, and the money employed in propagating the 
Cccupations of the Siſters, and advancing the zealous 
Trade of Button-making in Moor-fields , and if the wicked 
want bells to give them a Summons, I le warrant ye the 
good Wives can make Horns to aſſemble their Husbands, 
and in truth beloved, it was the only faſhion in old time 
before this Idol was inventerl. 

In the next place my beloved brethren, Tle tell you how 
to reforine the abuſe in Croſles, and ſo Ile make an end of 
Speaking at this time. You know beloved , there are ma- 


; ny Crofles in and about this place , which we will. pull 


down, and inſtead thereof ſet up 03 for that poperly fol- 


| fows pulling down of Crofles : And we will give new names 
|'rOall places that have Croſles in any part of their Names, 


as 
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79 
as for chajeing Croſs, we will call it a Fatal Ladder; for. 
you-know there was a Ladder on which many; oi "the, Bre- 
thren went up, and fo were cut down again.: and for. 


Cheapſide Croſs, we will call it artyrs Place, for there. 


ltkewiſe did. ſome of the Zrethren commit Martyrdame; I 
And.I think Beloved, that the Fillory is a kind of a Crols, 
and that ſhall be called 1he Saints Looking-glaſſe., for you 
all too well.know how we ſaw the face of our dear brother 
James Najlor through that abominable Idoll : One place 
more there is beloyed Which'is Croſ5 Laze, and that I con- 
celvc ought not to be new n. wed, becauſe it is a Field of 
Recreation for the Brethren, and ifar any time we adopt 
a new Bruther, that's a ſtranger, whom the Spirit moveth 
to propagate the Secd of the Erethren, and we ſend him 
thither by a new name, 1t will be a means that he goaſtray 
and fow his good ſeed amonglt the wicked, and hinder 
the multiplying of our brotherhocd 5 and theſe things are 
to be con{idered, my dearly bulgved , and that in the coole - 
of the Spirit. EE 

Now beloved, having ſtewn yon what this Idoll Bel/ 
was, and evil meaning of the w ord by it feIF, or in com- | 
pany : 3 and allo the ſuperſtitious meaning of Crolles , and 
have likewiſe ſhewed you how to extirpate 1 the very name 
and uſe of both. I ſhould tell you who it was that princt- 
pally did worſhip this Idoll Ze/, who indeed was a great 
man , as you will find in the worcs following my 1ext, 
who cauſed it to be made... and therefore I can judge him 
no other then a Bell-founder, 

T could proceed further , and double my appointed time 
upon this ſcopious ſubject, but for fear (being too zealous) 
my Lecture might be termed a Libell ; this ſhall (uthce : 


So I ſhall referre you to the Saints Looking-glaſs, and pray 
B tifat 
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Brethren, and all the reſt of the Brotherhood: may alfo. 
follow.the examples of onr;brethren gone before; that:you 
may hang lovingly together, till every.ohe of you aſcend 
that Fatal Ladder which is or: chiefeſt aime; and the. 
Brethrens undoubted right. So I conclude, and next- 
Meeting as the Spirit moves, I ſhall perfe&the work begun. 
Repair'to your houſes , and conſider thele ſayings. Fare- 
well. = | | | 


